[Radiotherapy of cervix and uterus carcinomas (Marburg results of 1960 to 1975)].
The authors present the therapy results and complications of 479 patients with carcinomas of the cervix and 241 patients with carcinomas of the body of the uterus. The five-year survival rate of the patients with carcinomas of the cervix is 57%. The first five years after diagnosis were survived by 79.6% of the patients in stage I, 57.3% of the patients in stage II, 31.1% of the patients in stage III, and 5.9% of the patients in stage IV. 60% of these patients were only submitted to percutaneous and intracavitary irradiation, and 40% were irradiated after operation. The five-year survival rate of the patients with carcinoma of the body was 74.3%. This rate was 80.8% in stage I, 77.5% in stage II, 57.5% in stage III, and 30% in stage IV. The operation frequency was relatively high with 74%, only 26% of these patients were only treated by radiotherapy. The percutaneous radiotherapy was performed exclusively under high voltage conditions, preponderantly according to the method of Marburg which allows a homogenous, small-field irradiation of the small pelvis with a dose until 45 Gy, but which deliberately does not expose to radiation the para-aortal lymph nodes. In the years of 1966 to 1971, a comparison with the method established in Düsseldorf was made. This method is working with two big U-shaped stationary fields including the para-aortal lymph nodes. The central part of the pelvis is collimated when percutaneous irradiation is applied, and the intracavitary treatment is applied with a higher dose, correspondingly. The present analysis of the treatment results of both methods does not show any significant difference as to the survival time. The incidence of fistulas, however, a severe late complication, which is 2.4% for the method of Marburg, is markedly lower than that of 8.6% for the other method. Prognostic factors and therapeutic aspects are discussed in detail.